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FUND OUR VETERANS

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, this is
day 31. That is 31 days so far that our
veterans have not had the use of the in-
creased funding for their benefits in
health care. That is $18.5 million a day
not able to be used. And why? Because
the Democratic leadership has decided
to not complete this bill and send it to
the President who has agreed to sign
it.

In June, this House passed this ap-
propriation bill with a $6 billion in-
crease in a bipartisan manner. We were
proud of our work and grateful to our
veterans. On September 6, the Senate
passed their bill. This work is done.

Our veterans are not pawns in a po-
litical game. They are heroes. America
expects us to get the job done. America
expects us to provide the best care for
our veterans. Please join me in calling
upon the Democratic leadership to put
our veterans first and send this bill to
the President now.

———

PROTECT SEXUAL TRAFFICKING
VICTIMS

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, today the House Judiciary
Committee will hold a hearing on the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act.
Sex trafficking has been called the
slavery issue of the 2lst century. And
because girls and women are its vic-
tims, it is one of the great women’s
issues of our time.

The lives of trafficking victims are
pure horror. These photographs that
are in the current issue of Prism maga-
zine include mug shots or photographs
of trafficked women arrested for pros-
titution over periods ranging from 1 to
no more than 3 years.

Better than words could ever convey,
the photos display the destruction that
takes place for hundreds of thousands
of trafficked girls and women. Notice
how when they were first arrested,
they all look distinctly different. But
in the end, they all look the same. You
cannot tell the difference from one to
the other. That is because they have
been abused, psychologically battered,
broken and devastated at the hands of
their pimps.

We need effective prosecution strategies
against their traffickers.

We need to protect the victims of the sex
trade industry and punish the predators who
exploit them.

———

DECREASE TAX BURDEN

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, last
week the Ways and Means Committee
chairman outlined the provisions of
what he has been calling the ‘“‘mother
of all tax bills.”

The most important piece of infor-
mation about this proposal is the bot-
tom line. The proposal would mean a
multi-trillion-dollar tax increase on
the American taxpayer.

I think this is a good moment to take
a step back and look at the philo-
sophical difference between Repub-
licans and Democrats. On this side of
the aisle, we simply believe people
know how to spend their money better
than the government. But just look at
the legislation passed in the House so
far this year: $431 billion in tax in-
creases have been included in bills that
have already passed the House this
year.

Madam Speaker, we should remem-
ber, no one knows how to spend their
money better than the taxpayer. We
should be looking for ways to decrease
the tax burden, not increase it.

——————

DEMOCRATS MOVE AMERICA IN
NEW DIRECTION

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, last
November Democrats listened to the
American people. But, unfortunately,
President Bush continues to ignore
them. Democrats promised to take our
Nation in a new direction, and in many
ways we have. We increased the min-
imum wage for the first time in a dec-
ade. We made Americans safer by fully
implementing the 9/11 Commission rec-
ommendations. We also restored
PAYGO rules so that Congress lives
within its means.

We are proud of our accomplish-
ments, but an intransigent President is
blocking our efforts to do more. Life-
saving cures to debilitating diseases re-
main out of reach because President
Bush vetoed stem cell research legisla-
tion. Our soldiers continue to referee a
civil war in Iraq because President
Bush vetoed a bill that would have
brought our troops home next year.
And millions of children cannot see the
doctor of their choice because Presi-
dent Bush vetoed bipartisan legislation
that would provide health insurance to
4 million more kids.

Madam Speaker, while it is frus-
trating to deal with a President who
continues to ignore the results of last
year’s elections, congressional Demo-
crats will continue to move America in
a new direction.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF HR. 3920, TRADE  AND
GLOBALIZATION ASSISTANCE
ACT OF 2007

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
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mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 781 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 781

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 3920) to amend the
Trade Act of 1974 to reauthorize trade adjust-
ment assistance, to extend trade adjustment
assistance to service workers and firms, and
for other purposes. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived
except those arising under clause 9 or 10 of
rule XXI. The amendment in the nature of a
substitute recommended by the Committee
on Ways and Means now printed in the bill,
modified by the amendment printed in part
A of the report of the Committee on Rules
accompanying this resolution, shall be con-
sidered as adopted. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
amended, are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate,
with 40 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ways and
Means and 20 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor; (2) the amendment in the
nature of a substitute printed in part B of
the report of the Committee on Rules, if of-
fered by Representative McCrery of Lou-
isiana or his designee, which shall be in
order without intervention of any point of
order except those arising under clause 9 or
10 of rule XXI, shall be considered as read,
and shall be separately debatable for one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent; and (3) one mo-
tion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 3920
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding
the operation of the previous question, the
Chair may postpone further consideration of
the bill to such time as may be designated by
the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Vermont is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, for the purpose of the debate
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes
to the gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER). All time yielded during con-
sideration of the rule is for debate
only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont?

There was no objection.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself as much time
as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 781 provides
for consideration of H.R. 3920, the
Trade Globalization and Assistance Act
of 2007, under a structured rule. The
rule provides 1 hour of debate with 40
minutes equally divided and controlled
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